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lie could not accept any contribution from the Independent
Tobacco men, for we must not be put in a position where
it could be falsely alleged that we got any quid pro quo for
such a decision.

"It seemed to me that this action of his emphasized tlie
distinction between the campaign he was running and tlie
campaign most others had run in like circumstances."

Most illuminating of all are these two letters from tlie
President to Mr. Cortelyou, written near the close of the
campaign:

"I have just been informed that the Standard Oil people
have contributed $100,000 to our campaign fund. This may
be entirely untrue. But if true I must ask you to direct
that the money be returned to them forthwith. I appre-
ciate to the full the need of funds to pay the legitimate and
necessarily great expenses of the campaign. I appreciate
to tlie full the fact that under no circumstances will we re-
ceive half as much as was received by the National Com-
mittee in 1900 and 1896. Moreover, it is entirely legitimate
to accept contributions, no matter how large they are, from
individuals and corporations on the terms on which I hap-
pen to know that you have accepted them, that is, with the
explicit understanding that they were given and received
with no thought of any more obligation on the part of the
National Committee or of the national administration than
is implied in the statement that every man shall receive a
square deal, no more and no less, and that this I shall guar-
antee him in any event to the best of my ability.

"The big business corporations have a tremendous stake
in the welfare of this country. They know that this wel-
fare can only be secured through the continuance in power
of the Republican party; and if they subscribe for the pur-
pose of securing such national welfare, and with no thought
of personal favors to them, why they are acting as is en-
tirely proper; but we cannot under any circumstances af-
ford to take a contribution which can be even improperly
construed as putting us under an improper obligation, and